Two Tone Theatre presents

a dramatisgd reading of

THE BIKO INQUEST

by Jon Blair & Norman Fentén
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WHY A READING ?

A play will normally attempt to make the audience

belisve that what is on stage is really happening.

Tonight we do not want to do that.

These events happened
W2 only report them.

¥e do not want to oreate the illusion

that we ars thsse charactors.

These people really exist.
Thene poople really esaid these things.

We ere only the vehicals for their worde,:
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THE CAST
Martinus Prins

Mr., K. Von Lieres
Mr., Van Rooyen
S. Kentridge

THE BIKC INQUEST

& dramatised playreading.

Presiding Magistrate :- Derick Meade
State Prosecutor H Jan Baptiste

Council for the South African Police:~ Edward Ofosu

Council for the Biko Family :—- Cathi Kilcoyne

Witnesees foi the South African Police

: Sgt. Van Vuuren
Colonel Goosen
Major Snyman
Lt. Wilken

Medioal Witnesses

Policeman t- Metin Huseyin

Chief of Security Police:- Andy Black

Head of the Interrogation Tean ¢~ Ian Charlick
Security policeman of the night

interrogation squad :~ ¥Fred Cfosu

Prof. Loubser Chief State Pathologist ;= Eilian Gideon
Prof. Proctor A pethologist who consulted with the

Biko Family s~ Sean Rutledge
Dr. Lang District surgeon s~ Richaxd Bench
Dr. Tucker Chief dietrict surgeon :~Paul Rodney
Dr. Hersch A consultant physician :~Shirley Gorden
THERE WILL BE ONE INTERVAL OF 15 MINUTES. o
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STEVE BIKO ~ ARREST TC DEATH

Sequence of events, 18th August te 12th September 1977

18 August Biko Steve Biko was travelling in a car with a friend Peter

is arrested. Jones an ezecutive member of the BPC. The car was
stopped cutside the King William's Town limits at a
roadblock, by Lieut., Oosthuizen of the Security Police. .
The two men were taken to Grahamstewn; the next day
they were taken to Walmer Jail, Port Elizabeth and held
under Secticn 6 of the Terrorism Act, in the custody of
the Security Police under the command of Colconel Goosen.

lle is kept naked . For the next twenty days Bikc was kept at Walmer Police

in.a cell for 20 Station, named, manacled, and not allowed out of his

days. ¢21l even for air or exercise. His daily ration of food was
Port Elizabeth. soup, magewu*, bread, jem and coffee.

According to the sergeant in command, the soup and magewu
were refused, and Biko ate Rittle bread:

2 September, On 1 September a magistrate made a formal visit to Bikb
Magistrate's visit, . in his cell. Biko complained that he had not even been
permitted to wesh himeelf. He asked the magistrate for
water and soap tc wash himself and a washcloth and comb.
He asked: "Ia it compulsory that I have to be naked?
1 have been naked since I came here'.
The. magistrate made no reply.

A September, On the morning of 6 September, Biko was taken from the
Biko taken for \ialmer Street prison by security police, and brought to’
interrogation Koom 619, Sanlam Building, for interrogation. 'The police
to Room 619 state that they were with him from 10.30a.m. until 6 p.me
Sanlam Building From 6 p.m. he was in the care of the 'night syuad' (led
in Port Elizabeth by Lt.Wilken) naked, handcuffed and with one leg

chained to a grille.

Room 619 at ' Major Harold frymen, head of interrogation team of
7 a.m. on five, arrived at 7 a.m. and according to his statement,
7 September, removed Piko's leg-irons snd handcuffs, At this time, or

very close to it, Bikc received blows that caused brain
damage and resulted in his death five days later. Thé police
were unsble to continue their interrogation. Bike was again
handcuffed and chained to the grille. '

e
7.30a.m. on Colonel Goosen was informed that there had been an
7. September, "incideat”. ° At 7.30 he arrived af Room 619 and spoke to
Biko already has Biko, who, he said, seemed incoherent and talked in a ACK& ET,
brain injury , Slurred manner. There wae a visible swelling on Qﬁ% upper HM@
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9.,30a.m.
Dr. Lang gives

medical check-up,.

Night of ?

September.  Biko
lies on mat, chained

and in leg-irons,

8 September,
Dr. Lang comes
and brings
- Dr. Tucker.

Evening of 8
September,

Bike is taken to
prison hospitzl.

Night of 8
September, :
Prison hospital

9 September

10 September

11 September
Biko is taken
back to a cell,

2.

The Listrict Surgeon, Dr. Lang, was called in, He examined
Biko in the presence of Col, Goosen. At the Colonel's
request he made out a certificate that there was no evidence
of any abnormality nor pathology on Biko.

The Security Police attemptcd once more to interrogate
Biko, but he was totally unresponsive. For the rest of
that day, and for that night, Biko lay on a mat on the
office floor, munacled and chained by his legs as before.

Dr. Lang - returned. Ccl.Goosen told him that Biko had

rot urinated during the past 24 hours, and had refused all
offers of food. Lang re~examinad Riko, and then requested
that the chief district surgeon, Lr. B.J.Tucker, examine
Biko with him.

Although the trousers Bikc had baen wearing (for the
interrogation) and the blankets were nov sosked with Urine,
Dr. Lange ncticed no changs and Dr. Tucker did not question
Biko., It was decided to transfer him to the prison
hospital.

A specialist physician, r. Hersch, was cohsulted; it was
agreed that, & lumbar puncture should be performed. Biko
was transferred to the prison hospitai.

A warder stated that during the night of & September he
twice found biko lying in a bath, the first time clothed in
a bath filled with water; the socond time the bath was
enpty.

The lumbar puncture was performed carly in the morning.
)" - +

. -

Hersch informed Lang that the lumbar puncture showed

the cerebre-spinal fluid to be blocdstained. It was
decided to consuli a neuro-surgeon, Mr. Kecley, by telephone;
Keeley gave the npinion that there was no evidence of

brazin demage, buat Biko shoula be kept under gbservation.

He saw no reason why Biko should not be transferred

back from hospital tc the Security Folice, provided he

was kept under observation.

%ge\,ACK &E TH/V/C
In the morninry the fecurity Police took Biko gﬁBm the W,
hospital, and bed, back to a cell at Walmer Roli g
Staticn. He was 1eft on a mav on the cement fl
of the cell; nsked under the bhlankets. =
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He ie found A few hours later a warder found Biko lying on the floor
collapsed. with foem at his mouth, and glassy-eyed. He informed
Mujor Fischer, who phoned Col.Goosen.

He is driven Dr. Tuckor ex.minced Biko at 3.20p.m. and saw no objection

naked through the to Goosen sendiny Biko on a jeurney of 74C wiles by road

night to Pretoria. to Pretoria. Naked and manacled, he was left lying on
the floor of a Land-kover, with nothing except a container
of water.

11~12 September, He was carried intc the prison hospital and left on the

Pretoria Prison floor of a cell, without any medical records, 11 hours

after leaving Port wnlizabeth.

12 September Several hours later, a newly-gualified doctor, with no
Dr. van 2yl gives medical information aboul nim other than that he was
intravenous drip. refusing to eat, ordered an inctravenous drip.
Biko gjes. Some time that ‘night Biko died, unattended.
o
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Steve Biko was not the first to die ir such circumstances while in police
custody under the security laws.

On the Sth September 1963 locksmart ‘Ngudle died. Inquest verdict:
"Suicide by hanging."

September 1963 Bellington Mampe. No further details.

January 1964 ° James Tyita. Found hanging in a cell by a scarf.
No further details.

September 9th 1964 Suliman Sallogjee fell seven floors onto the pavement
outside Johannesburg Sccurity Police Headquarters.
Verdict: Death from ultiple injuries,
'no irregularities’',

1965 Ngeni Gaga. No details.
Pongolosha Hoye. No details.

1966 James Hamakway. 'Suicide by hanging'
Jangula Shonycke. 'Suicide’
L.Y. Pin. 'Suicide by hanging'.
Ah Yan, 'Suicide by hanging'.

1967 Alpheus Madiba 'Suicide by hanging'

1968 J.B. Tubakwa 'Suicide by hanging'.
February 1969 Nicodemus kgoathe. His post-mortem showed broncho-

rneumoniay possibly as a result of head injury. He
also had bruises and abrasions which the police said
had been sustained when he slzpped 1n the shower.

February 1969, Solomon Modipane sustained fatal injuries by Sllpplng
on soap in the showers', The district surgeon was
unable to discover the cause of death and the
magistrate's opinion was 'natural death - no inquest
necessary',

March 1969 James Lenkoe in Pretoria local prison., His body
showed signs of electric shock on the toes; bruises
below the ear: marks on his neck and shoulderw;
a haemorrage at the base of his skull. The magistrate's
findings: 'death by suicide and not due to an offence

by anyone',
June 1969 Celeb Mayekiso. No details. i
Michael Shivute. No details. -
September 1969 Imman Abdullah Haron 'fell down stairs' <"
January 1971 Mthayeni Cuthsela. when his son fetch his body from

Umtata hospital the face was swollen, and bruised, there
were weals on the body and a cut on the head. &@R%ﬁ?
verdict: 'death by natural causes'. eeL nMo

October 1971 Ahmed Timol fell from the 1Cth floor of J@am@ul_c

Security Police Headquarters.
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1976 ' Josepb Maluli, No details

Luke Mazweme, No details

Iimisani Mbatha. 16 jears old.
Mapetla Mchapl :

Edwiard Mzolo. HNo details.

Viilliam Namodi Tswake. No details.
Ernest Mamsila. No details
¥ellington Mlungiei Tshazibane
Ceorge Botha, No details.

January 1977 Dr. Nanacath Ntshwrtsha
i Lawrence Ndsabga
Elnon Malel
February 1977 Twasifene Joyi

Samuel Malinga
Matthew Marwale Mabelane, aged 22

March 1977 . R. Khoza

July 1977 Phakamile Mabi ji fell from: Gth floor of Kimberley

Police station,
August 1977 . Elisa Loza

Hoosen Haffejee

Bayempin Emizi

September 1977 Seven Bantu Biko,

On the 7th November the parents of 18-year-old Bonaventura Sipho Malaza were
informcd that their son had committed suicide by hanging while held under

South Africa‘'s security laws.

gg\J\CK & ETH/V
C

"GLC®

1981-1986

Working for London

archive.parmindervir.com

Parm”’d@
a
b

aMHW“



AN EXTRACT FROM 7%k UNIVERSAL DECLARATION CF HUMAN RIGHTS 1948

Civil and Political kights

3.

6.
7.
8.

10,

11.

12.

13.

1h,

15.

16.

17.

18,
19.
20.

2l.

Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of person.
No one shall be held in slavery of servitude .ceosees

No one shall be subjected to torture or to ¢ruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment.

Everyone has the right to recognition every~where as a person before the law.
All are equal before the law.....

Everyone has the right to an effective remedy by the competent national
tribunals for acts violating the fundamental rights granted him by the
constitution or by law.

No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest, detention or exile,

Everyone is entitled in full equality to a fair and public hearing by
an independent and impartial tribunal .....

Everyone charged with a penal offence has the right to be presumed
innocent until proved guilty eeess

No one shall be subjected Lo arbitrary interference with his privacy,
family, home of correspondence, nor to attacks upon nis honour and
rcputation.

Lveryone has “he right %o frecdom of movement and residence within the
borders of eaci: State.

Everyone has the right to leave any country including his own, and to
return to hic country.

Everyone has -he right to seek and to enjoy in other countrics asylum from
persecution . ...

Everyone has *he right to a nationality eee.

Men and women of full age .... have the right to marry or to found a family.
They are entitled to equal rights as to marriaze, during marriage and at
its dissoluticnesese

Everyone has the right to own property alone as well as in association with
oLners. ;
No one shall b: arbitrarily deprived of his property.

-~

Everycne has the right io frcedom of thought, conscience and relfiion rees
Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression ....

Everyone has th» right to freedom of peacefull assembly and aSSOCiati%&iACK&EfHW
No one may be compelled to belong to an association. & ka
$ 7
S Ry
Everyone has th¢ right to take part in the government of his counﬁi'y,GI C ’%
o
=
m

directly or through freely chosen representatives ...... T A
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STEVE BIKO WAS A BANNED PINSON
WHAT IS A BANNED PIRSON?

Banning orders are designed to restrict the lives and activities of those
on whom they are served. You are forbidden to belong to any organisation,
You are restricted to a certain area (like King William's Town) and

not allowed to leave. You may not attend any meeting - and a "meeting"
takes place as soon as a banned person talks to two people together, You
moy not write for publication, nor may anything you say be quoted. You
are prohibited from entering certain buildings, such as any court,
educational institution, newspaper offices or publishers.

Steve Biko was a Section 6 detainec.
What is a Section 6 detainee?

THE TERRORISM ACT (SECTICN 6)

The Terrorism Act (no. 83 of 1967) established the offence of "partici-
pation in terrorist activities', such activities being very broadly defined.
Furthermore, if an accused is found fuilty of having committed any act
included in the list, the cnus is on him to prove that his intention was
not to commit terrorism. Once convicted, the minimum sentence that

the court may impose is 5 years' imprisonment, the maximum -~ death.

Section 6 of the Terrorism Act allows any officer of the police over a
certain rank to corder the arrest without warrant, and the detention for
interrogation, of any person whom he has reason to believe is a terrorist,
or is withholding information relating to terrorists or to offences under
the Act. A person so detained will be held, subject to such conditiops
as the Commiseioner of Police or the Minister of Justice may determine,
until the Commissioner is satisfied that he has replied adequately to all
questions asked at his interrogation, or that no useful purpose will be
served by his further detention, or until the Ministcr orders his releasc.

It could be added, in view of the number of deaths in detention under
the Terrorism Act - "Or until he dies".

of any action tsken under the provisions relating to detention, nor X
order the release of any detainee, No one shall have access to a detaified
person or be entitled to informetion about him except the Minister,

The Act also provides that no court of law may pronounce upon the validity

or an officer of the State acting in his official capacity. If circumstances

8o permit, the detainee may be visited by a magistrate once a fortnight..
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